Az Az Az Nz Az Az Az Az NIz Az Az Az Az Az Az Az NIz Az Az Az Az Az Nz Az iz Nz ANz
INZIN 7N 7N ZN 7N 7N ZN 7N ZNZN 7N ZN 7N 7N ZN 7N ZN 7N 7N ZN 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N

What’s Love Got To Do With Jt??

By Laura L. Shaw
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“Now t hat you have purified yoursel ves by obeying the truth so that

you have sincere |ove for your brothers,

the heart.”
1 Peter 1:22

| ove one anot her deeply from

I LOVE that blouse! Ooooo, I love your hair! Didn't you just love that movie? Tell me, what's

love got to do with it anyway? I love ((11710/15 Jr«e,a////)v)) the way we’'ve taken the loveliest word on earth and

abused it. While I don’t mean to make such a lbntg deal out of it, it is kind of tromic, isn’t it? Let’s look at

just a FEW of hundreds of verses about love as mentioned un Scripture:

Jeremiah 33:1u- “His love endures forever.”
Lamentations 3:22- “Because of His great love, we are not consumed.”
“Love each other as I have loved you.”

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”

John 15:12-
1 John 3:16-

This sure puts “loving” a movie or a hairdo in context for me. What was really enlightening to

me as I looked over some scriptures on the topic is that many of them speak of

love” or “how much” He loved us. Can we even truly grasp this concept?

“great love” or ““dee]p»

The slpne(cmfluc verse God laid on my heart one morning is the one at the top. 1 had no concept

before that moment that we can have sincere love for one another without ll(O'\vu]nlg each other <dl1e<e]ply

and my friends, we are called upon to do so. My mind is ]Pnouo' ing over the sheer number of pe@p le lt]hlallt

I could write down that I clato to love. Take a monent to think of some yourself.

After (dltonunlg so, can we honestly say that all those ]P’@‘O‘P le that surfaced ouwr minds are someone

we would die for as the verse in 1 John describes? What I envision when I picture dying for a { Frluelnudl is

really just (dlylunlg to myself. Do I put theur r genuine needs before my own? ( (Notice I said ‘oenuine,”

T as

we don’t want to end up in G od’s p// ace as Need-Meeter. Cowd/ze/premzd/relmlt love is not what the Lord has in

mind for sure. ))

It is my belief that we can only love others on the deepest level when Jesus Christ, through the

power of the Spirit, loves lt]hl]F(O'lUlg“]hl us. And once again, it all comes down to a life that is surrendered to

Hiuon, ) r(O)\wnumg e Hiuon, ]L(Jnuomwnumg Hiimn and | <o»\\/|umg Hiion fiest. Isn’t it aunntatztuntg that every s QPIUFILIUU[B[][

(dlll§(ClL]P> ine comes back to owr ]Ftellalltltlov]nlS]hllLP witth Himn? It 1c<ounnllpnel s me to call on Hiuon Jrlug]hnt nNow.

When we hit our knees to the floor today, can we all o ltOglelt]hlte]F i woniey, at§]kltlnlg the Lord to

show ws the vast number of ways He has loved us <dl(e«e]pl y? His salvation will come to mind, of course.

What else? How has He loved us in a way no one else has loved us before? How has He loved us when =

others have hurt us or let us down? How has His love <c]hlaun1gte<dl our love for others? How can we love

nmore <dl<e(ep y, whether tn word or in deed? Is there someone S]P)le(ClLFlUCHI y that He wants us to love more

sacrifictally?

What's love got to do with t?

<ont]huun1g if we try to love in the flesh. ]E\V(e]rylt]huumg if it has to do N

witth Hion ll(owlunug lt]hnr(onu[g]hl us. Let’s take root in His rich soil of perd fect love this day, ]p»lralylunlg for one

another to do the same.

“And | pray that you, being rooted and established in Iove,

may have power,

together with all the saints, to grasp how wi de and | ong and high and DEEP is
the love of Christ and to know this | ove that surpasses know edge—that you
led to the neasure of all the fullness of God. Nowto HHMwho is

may be fil

abl e to do i nmreasurably nore than all

power that

we ask or inmgine,

according to H s

is at work within us, to Hmbe glory in the church and in Chri st

Jesus throughout all

gener ati ons,
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