Key Verse:
“He saw through their duplicity and said to them...” Luke 20:23

Central Truth: Jesusisthe Word and sees through the thoughts and attitudes of our hearts.

Traveler's Log: Jesus: The Real Thing

When | was alittle girl, | began to get chosen for parts in school plays. The talent God gave me
flourished all the way through high school. In my small town, | was a pretty big hit! When |
moved to Dallas on a college music scholarship, it didn’t take long to realize that | was a small
fish in amuch larger pond. | began to learn more about performing and “getting into character.”
At times | would get so into arole that | would have adifficult time finding the “real me” again.

Luke 20 shows us a parallel. The religious leaders had done a great job of convincing their small
towns that they were a big hit. Now that the crowds were following Jesus, they were becoming
small fishies in a much larger pond. In this text, they came out in full character, trying to make
Jesus and the people believe that they are the real thing. After building their entire lives around
the O.T. Law, it had become their identity in a false way. They had grown so comfortable living
the list of dos and don’ts in the Word, that they had hardened their hearts to the Living Word
standing right in front of them! Thiswas duplicity in the purest form (pun intended).

What a contrast we find in Jesus! He was authentic in every way as He focused on His purpose.
When His parents found him in the Temple as a young boy, He was fully determined to teach the
Word. When Satan tempted Him in the desert, He resisted the challenge by speaking the Word.
Now, as He was interrogated by these rulers, He answered them as THE Word. Their deception
became transparent. And the crowd which stood there hanging on His teachings--He saw through
them, too: their doubts, their lies, their sensationalism, their need to identify with someone
popul ar—the way they would turn on Him in the next few days. It amazes me to think that even
at the point of the cross, He kept His focus. The pain could’ ve gotten to Him, the need to take
care of His mom could've compelled Him, but NOTHING divided Him from His purpose.
Thank goodness for us, He was the real thing!

Here we are on the journey, over 2000 years later, and Jesus sees through our duplicity as well.
Hebrews 4:12 tells us that “ the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any double-edged
sword, penetrating even to the dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.” He, the Word Himself, sees and knows us—' Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 4:13

Today, let's step out of any bogus character we've grown comfortable with and uncover
ourselves before Him. As we willingly lay off any deception or falsehood, we will see that our
true identity isfound in Him—THE Word--our Redeemer, Savior and Friend.

Discussion Questions:
1. What does the word “duplicity” mean? How does the Hebrews verse, “it (the Word)

judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” tiein to Jesus' statement about duplicity?

2. Read John 1:1 to learn more about Jesus as the Word.

3. Am| “for real” before the Lord and others? Commit to pray for thisdaily.

4. When | read the Bible, are my attitudes consistent with it? Or, like the Pharisees, do |
have any comfortable areas I’ ve built into my identity that | need to give over to God to
replace or remove?



