gﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

o FI ower s O'] The LEdgebyLauraL.Shaw g
[ o} I was | ooking out the balcony of our hotel roomin Vail. Draped on top [ o}
& of the ornate netal railing was a beautiful rectangular planter of reddish
orange flowers. | was easily distracted by them especially since | have a
bl ack thumb and can't seemto nmake ny own flowers live when |’'ve planted them
in the past. In front of the balcony was a huge waterfall. It nmade | ooking

directly out of the rooma very pleasant experience. The thing that struck ne
B as | sat out on the patio to enjoy the beauty ny second to | ast day, however,
"was that the flowers were right at eye level. They were the only thing |
‘,could see. | thought to nyself, Wat’'s the point of just having a view of the
"flomers? Wiile they were very beautiful, | couldn’'t see the waterfall very
‘,vwﬂl or even the glorious nountains in the background. The flowers were
E;gorgeous, the waterfall was refreshing, but ny view was obstructed from the
"grandest scenery of alll

This caused ne to renenber a phrase that ny friend Dan has quoted
several times in the recent past: “Good is the eneny of best.” | think that
is the case in ny life sonetines. How often do | mss the big picture of the

"faith by focusing in on the good but lesser things of the faith? Are ny
priorities in line with what Jesus would want for me as Hs follower? Luke
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“As Jesus and Hi s disciples were on their way, He cane to a village where a
wonman nanmed Martha opened her hone to Hm She had a sister called Mary, who
sat at the Lord' s feet listening to what He said. But Martha was distracted
by all the preparations that had to be made. She cane to H m and asked,
‘Lord, don’t you care that ny sister has left me to do the work by nysel f?
Tell her to help ne!’

“*Martha, Martha,’ the Lord answered, ‘you are worried and upset about
many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is
better, and it will not be taken away from her.’”

Mart ha was doi ng what was good, but Mary chose the better..can we say
the same? Are we too busy doing good stuff to sit at Hi s feet each day?

Vol unteering at church is good. Doing Bible Studies is good. Taking
peopl e neals or doing errands for them when needed is good. Doing your best
at work is good. Keeping yourself in shape is good. Enriching friendships is
good. It’s all good, unless it becones the rival of choosing that which
better...

I TTITIIRTARTRRTRRITTRRTT

e1o1.1 10101011 111 1101 1.1 1 1. . ]
1.1.]

Let’s do the good stuff for God AFTER making the time to do the “onea

gthing that is needed”: sitting at the feet of Jesus. CGood doesn’'t have to be gf
gthe eneny of best in this case if we nmake our worship of the Lord our

What represents your flowers on the | edge? Go ahead and water them but
step on your tip-toes if needed to make sure your view of the better things
is not obstructed. Wen you are looking fromH s high view, it may change the
way you are |looking at what's right in front of you...

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are My ways hi gher than your ways and ny
t houghts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:9
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