Eye Wde Qpen uy taura L. shaw

My daughter just finished witing a tale (with a small amount of
assistance) for a school project about an imaginary creature called a
Cy-cat. This particular cat has only one eye that is half-opened
gets frustrated with the problens in his life and runs away from
honme. Even his nother with the big huge eye in the back of her head
did not see him run away! (Yes, |I'm laughing!) Along the way, the
Cy-cat neets a wise Cyclop, who has one large eye w de open and
speaks the truth to him about why it isn't a good idea to run away
from your problens. After leaving this creature and deciding to
follow his advice, he gets lost.then the Eagle of the Lion (a.k.a.
Angel of the Lord) soars over him to help him find his way back
home, physically and spiritually. Al of a sudden, the Cy-cat’s one
hal f - opened eye is wide open to the truth, and he is able to run
home to his famly with repentance, thankful ness and joy.

ww  What a story! And for us, what a picture. Personal | y
speaking, | can’t even count the nunber of tinmes | have run away
from ny problenms and ny stress, whether physically, enotionally or
spiritually.And it’'s wusually when ny eyes and ny heart are only
hal f-opened to the Lord s truths. How about you? Please think
soberly about this one.

Let’s take a nonent to ponder sonme of the physical things we
run to when we have probl ens or stress...maybe it's
friends...food...fitness...fashion? TV, chat roons.... sl eep?

What about our enotions? Were do they go? Maybe they roll off
our tongues with anger or send us to the pit of our stomachs wth
guilt or worry..depression...apathy?

Wiile we're still on the nmetaphorical run, what is happening to
us spiritually? As we jog back and forth, in and out of all these
forks in the road in a desperate attenpt to find “the way we should
go,” what is the result of the vertical relationship between us and
our Lord?

Last but not |east, what are the things that trigger us to run
in the first place? Wiether it be stress or problens or persecution—
or whether it be our own sin or just plain boredom we would be w se
to follow the advice of the One whose eyes AND arns are always w de
open to us. According to Psalm 32:6-10, He doesn’t want us to wait
until we feel the need to run.He wants us to ask and receive right
Now.
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You are ny hiding place; You will protect ne fromtrouble and
surround me with songs of deliverance. | wll instruct you and teach
you in the way you should go; | will counsel you and watch over you.



the Lord’ s unfailing |love surrounds the nman who trusts in Hm
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Let’s apply these truths as we pray to Hm hide ourselves In
H m be controlled through Hm and joyfully sing of H mtoday! As
we continually focus on Hm with the “cy-eye” of our hearts wde
open, we'll be aware of His provision for us when the mghty waters
arise—and we’'ll have nowhere else we'd rather run than into the

extended arnms of wunfailing |ove—+the arns of our Daddy. There's no
pl ace |i ke hone.

“Father, You are ny hiding place, and | rest in that fact today. Help nme to take

advant age of every opportunity to pray to You and to seek You first with ny eyes

wi de open to Your truth. Help ne to stay hidden with You at hone where | bel ong...
In Your Unfailing Love | rest and Your Secure Nane | pray, Amen.”



